Tarvin Parish Council - Minutes — 22nd September 2025

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF TARVIN PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE EDNA ROSE
ROOM, TARVIN COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2025.

PRESENT:

Councillor R Ford (Chairman)
Councillor M Butler (Vice Chairman)
Councillor P Buckley

Councillor S Dutton

Councillor E Lush (Cheshire West and Chester Council Councillor)
Councillor N Poole

Councillor P Ryan

Councillor A Sheppard

Councillor P Twigg

Councillor M Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

8 Members of the Public

Cheshire West and Chester Council — Councillor T Cooper
Parish Council Clerk — Mr M Hassall

APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE:
Councillor C Edwards (holiday)

25/091 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS,
AND DISPENSATIONS

25/091.1 New Written Requests for Dispensations

There were no new requests.

25/091.2 Declarations of Interest

Members were invited to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interest in any item
of business on the agenda and, if necessary, leave the meeting prior to discussion of that
item. No such declarations were made.

25/092 OPEN FORUM

25/092.1 A Tattenhall resident had provided information on a Blister Pack Recycling
Scheme.

25/092.2 Two residents had raised the issue of the shared user path on the A54 running
from 73 Bye Pass Road towards Barrow Lane. The overgrown hedge needed to be cut
back and the path sided by Highways to expose its full width to make it safe for
pedestrians and cyclists to use.

25/092.3 An update had been requested regarding the damaged wall on Lower High
Street.

25/093 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18TH AUGUST 2025.
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th August 2025 be signed by the
Chairman of the meeting as a correct record.

25/094 REPORTS ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HELD ON 18TH AUGUST 2025 NOT COVERED BY THE AGENDA
25/094.1 Planning Application 25/01850/OUT (Previous Minute.25/075.1)
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Gladman Ltd had informed the Clerk that Cheshire West and Chester Council had
indicated that it could be 3 months before the planning application was allocated a case
officer.

25/094.2 Meeting with PCSO (Previous Minute 25/074.3).

PCSO Hannath spoke about speeding on local roads, he mentioned the lower part of the
High Street. His view was that community speed watch was no longer fit for purpose as it
required too many volunteers and the police equipment was old and required expensive
batteries. Some local councils were using smart speed indicator devices which were
portable, usually attached to a tripod and chained to street furniture. They captured
information on speed alongside the time but not car registrations. Where these devices
were sited did not need the permission of Highways. That responsibility had been passed
to the Police Roads Policing Team which took evidence from the smart speed indicator
devices and used it to mount targeted police action to catch and prosecute speeding
drivers.

25/094.3 Website (Previous Minute 25/084)

The PC website had been upgraded to meet all the necessary requirements. The meeting
noted the new address for the website, www.tarvinparishcouncil.gov.uk

25/094.4 Parish Autumn Clean Up (Previous Minute 25/078)

The equipment had been ordered for the Clean Up on 11th October.

25/094.5 Wall Lower High Street (Previous Minute 25/074.4)

Highways had written to the landowner asking for the wall to be inspected and repaired as
soon as possible.

25/095 PLANNING MATTERS

25/095.1 Planning Applications

RESOLVED: that the following comments be made on the planning applications
submitted:

25/02339/FUL - Erection of rear detached garage - 2 The Sheaf Cottages, Platts Lane,
Sheaf

Comment: We have no objection but note that the site location plan does not include any
rear driveway.

25/02511/FUL — Demolition of part of existing single storey extension and proposed
single storey rear extension with flat roof — 18 The Pryors, Tarvin

Comment: No objection

25/01952/FUL - Erection of a metal handrail at the entrance pathway to St Andrew's
Church. - Land At St Andrews Church, Church Street, Tarvin

Comment: We support the proposal to install a handrail in principle but object to the
proposed location. The plan is not very clear; it shows the handrail on land which we are
responsible for but presumably the intention would be to install immediately adjacent to it.
We consider that a handrail should be on the left-hand side when facing St Andrews
Church and not on the War Memorial side. Having it where proposed would make
maintenance of the wall and hedge extremely difficult and would slightly compromise the
entrance to the War Memorial. The other side would improve safety as it would not require
a section of the handrail to be lifted.
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25/095.2 Notices
25/01808/FUL — Rear Roof Dormer — 27 Bye-Pass Road, Tarvin - PERMISSION

25/095.3 Planning Difficulties in Cheshire Villages

Meeting with the Head of Planning.

RESOLVED: that Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Cooper invite the Head of
Planning to attend the next Council meeting when he is available. Other Councils in the
Tarvin and Kelsall Ward would be invited.

25/095.4 Settlement Spatial Plan

The Clerk, along with Councillor Twigg, had met online with the contractor on 28th August
and a small working party (Councillors Dutton, Lush, Poole, and Twigg and the Clerk) had
held a face-to-face meeting with the contractor on 17th September. Different scenarios
had been considered in detail, but no decisions/recommendations had been made.

25/095.5 Dealing with Planning Applications
RESOLVED: that the following rota be approved:

Meeting Month Councillor Councillor
October Twigg Butler
November Dutton Edwards
December Ford Poole
January Ryan Lush
February Buckley Williams
March Sheppard Twigg

25/095.6 Definitive Map Modification Order relating to Tarvin CWAC/004 (Church Street
and Cross Lanes)

The Delegated Officer Decision Report recommending refusal had not been called in so the
application for addition of a footpath on land between Church Street and Cross Lanes had been
refused.

RESOLVED (25/095.6.1): not to appeal to the Secretary of State due to the time restraint.
RESOLVED (25/095.6.2): to submit a new application with much stronger evidence and
significantly more statements from users.

RESOLVED (25/095.6.3): to aim to complete the application by March 2026.

25/096 BLISTER PACK SCHEME
RESOLVED: not to proceed with this matter.

25/097 KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD

25/097.1 Surfaces

New quotes which should make the surfaces safer were presented to the meeting. The
areas that required surfacing were:

Molibus, area size 74 sgm - depth of wetpour 60mm.

Basket Swing, area size 27 sqm — depth of wetpour 50mm.

Spinner, area size 25 sqm — depth of wetpour 40mm.

Latest quotes for surfacing were £10,693 plus VAT contractor 1 and £10,436 plus VAT
contractor 2.

Groundworks quotes were £5,125 for contractor 1 and £6,040 plus VAT for contractor 2.
RESOLVED: that the quote of £10,693 plus VAT be accepted for surfacing and the quote
of £5,125 be accepted for groundworks.
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25/098 DRAINAGE OSCROFT

A report on progress made since the presentation to Council on 28th July was circulated
to Councillors.

The two Oscroft residents had met with two Kelsall Parish Councillors to discuss their
concerns about the impact new dwellings would have on the drainage in Oscroft.
Following that meeting Kelsall Parish Council had updated their comment on the Green
Lane Farm outline application to include drainage issues affecting both Kelsall and
Oscroft.

One of the residents had met with Aphra Brandreth MP and she had agreed to help by
writing to the United Utilities Chief Executive.

25/099 CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL - SPEED LIMIT POLICY (Previous
Minute 25/068.3)

In July 2025 Council had received an e-mail from Highways regarding Willington Road
which had included the following:

“With regards to requests for new speed limits or reductions, we’re currently reviewing our
speed limit policy, so new requests are currently on hold. | will put this location on file so your
request can be reviewed once the new policy has been introduced.”

On 15th September the Clerk was copied into an e-mail from Highways to a resident who
would like Pool Lane to be considered for a speed limit reduction. The following additional
information is part of the e-mail:

“We are currently reviewing our community led speed limit policy, with any new requests
on hold in the intervening period to our amended policy receiving cabinet approval. | regret
to inform you that we are currently unable to provide a timeline for when the new policy
will become operational. However, it is anticipated that initial surveys and implementation
of signage that may be required following confirmation of any recommended changes will
be fully funded by the requestor; in this case your Local Ward Councillors and/or Tarvin
Parish Council.

| have placed this location on file. It is difficult to provide estimated costings until the length
of road (or area) that may be suitable for reduction has been identified. Officers will
contact your Local Ward Councillors and Tarvin Parish Council when the new policy has
been approved to confirm if they wish to proceed.”

The meeting noted that in future costs would be a Parish Council/Borough Councillor
budget responsibility rather than a Cheshire West and Chester Council cost with a
contribution from the Parish Council.

25/100 LAND HOUSING THE WAR MEMORIAL

The Clerk asked Councillors for help in moving the project forward and requested
Statements of Truth from both Councillors and members of the public plus any
photographs of the war memorial being fenced off when work was carried out at any time.

25/101 CHRISTMAS TREES

The Chairman confirmed that the local resident who had verbally agreed to provide trees
this year would be doing so. They would be installed during the weekend of 22nd
November.

25/102 INSURANCE

An alternate quotation had not been sought as Council had a long-term agreement which
was due to expire on 30th September 2027.

RESOLVED: that the new premium of £2,050.43 be approved by Council.
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25/103 POLICIES DUE FOR RENEWAL

RESOLVED (25/103.1): that the following be approved after one minor amendment to the
Environmental and Sustainability Policy (adding “organise at least one Parish Clean up
per year” under General) and that the approved documents be posted onto the Council
website.

25/103.1.1 Freedom of the Parish Policy 25/103.1.2 Health and Safety 25/103.1.3
Environmental and Sustainability Policy

RESOLVED (25/103.2): that the Guidelines for Public Participation at Council meetings be
reviewed at the November 2025 meeting.

25/104 STREET LIGHTING
Street lighting column 18 on Lower High Street had not been working and so had been
reported to the contractor and repaired.

25/105 CLERK’S REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE

25/105.1 The following e-mail correspondence had been forwarded to Councillors who
were provided with an opportunity to comment on them.

a. Cheshire Association of Local Councils — E Bulletins

ChALC Annual Meeting 2025 - Wednesday 22nd October — Eaton Estate, Eaton Park,
Eccleston, Handbridge - from 5.30pm - A place had been booked for Councillor Lush.
RESOLVED: that Councillor Poole take on the role of “Data Protection Champion”
keeping Council up to date with Data Protection.

b. Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner - Newsletter

c. Cheshire Community Action Newsletter August 2025

d. Aphra Brandreth MP — Summer Update

e. From Guesswork to Game Plan: Free planning policy and development training for
parish clerks and councillors

f. Devolution Update — e-mails from Borough Councillor Lush

g. Information Commissioner’s Office — Newsletter September 2025

h. Meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner — Tuesday 7th October - Restaurant,
ground floor, Cheshire Police HQ, Clemonds Hey, Oakmere Road, Winsford

i. Connections Locality Meeting (Chester plus) - Thursday 6 November 2025, 6pm to
7:30pm - Chester HQ (Rooms G1 and G2), 58 Nicholas Street, Chester.

Places had been booked for Councillors Butler and Lush.

j- Invitation to watch Police Scrutiny Meeting online — Thursday 25th September 2pm

k. Devolution for Cheshire — the next steps

25/105.2 Recorded Crime

The meeting noted that in July 2025 there had been 8 recorded crimes in Tarvin Parish
3 Violence and Sexual Offences (1 at or near each of Broomheath Lane, Hockenhull
Lane, and Ryecroft Lane), 1 Anti-Social Behaviour (at or near Broomheath Lane)

1 Public Order (at or near The Bruen), 1 Bicycle Theft (at our near Tarporley Road)

2 Other Theft (1 at or near Deansway, 1 at or near Broomheath Crescent)

25/105.3 The Pensions Regulator

Every three years Council was required to complete a re-declaration of compliance to
confirm that all eligible employees who were not in a pension scheme had been put back
into a pension scheme. The meeting noted that the Clerk had completed the statutory
return on 12th September 2025. There had been no employees to put back into a scheme.

25/106 FINANCIAL MATTERS
25/106.1 August 2025 Payments and Payments between meetings
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Councillor Ford had confirmed in writing that all payments had been made as approved by

Council.
25/106.2 RESOLVED: that the following payment made since the last meeting be
confirmed:
Payee and Detail Amount to be | Amount net | Budget
paid inc. VAT | of VAT Provision
(charge available
against before
budget) payment
Oliver and Co Solicitors Ltd 600.00 600.00 3,000.00
to provide a Land Registry compliant plan
Botanica Landscapes Ltd 624.00 520.00 2,355.00
Grass Cutting August 2025
Rcoh Ltd 2,970.00 2475.00 CIL
50% of the cost of the Settlement Spatial
Plan
Mustardprint Ltd 195.00 195.00 955.00
Printing Newsletter August 2025
Water Plus Ltd 20.62 20.62 214.68

Water King George V Playing Field —
Account Month to 10th September 2025

made by internet banking:

25/106.3 RESOLVED: that the following payments be authorised, and that payments be

PAYE and Nat Insce. July to September
2025

Payee and Detail Amount to be | Amount net | Budget
paid inc. VAT | of VAT Provision

(charge available
against before
budget) payment

PKF Littlejohn 378.00 315.00 312.00

External Audit Year to March 2025

Mega Electrical NW Ltd 504.00 420.00 2,736.34

Repair of street lighting column 18 Lower

High Street

A J Gallagher Insurance Brokers Ltd 2,050.43 2,050.43 2,100.00

Insurance Year to September 2026

Payroll 1,917.30 1,917.30 18,113.51

September 2025

HMRC 1,941.50 1,941.50 16,196.21

25/106.4 Direct Debits/Other Payments

The meeting noted the following direct debit payments:
British Telecom Plc — 27th August 2025 — Telephone and Internet August 2025 — two

venues — £143.26.

Sage UK Ltd - 4th September 2025 - Payroll Software September 2025 - £13.20
Lloyds Bank Account Charges — 18th August 2025 - £4.25

25/106.5 External Audit

25/106.5.1 The External Audit had been completed by the External Auditor (PKF
Littlejohn) and there were no issues to report. The paperwork had been published on
Council’s website and noticeboard to comply with legislation.
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25/106.5.2 RESOLVED: not to use accounting software to produce accounts rather than
using spreadsheets.

25/106.5.3 RESOLVED: that in the Management Accounts to remove “Play Equipment
Capital” from the King George V Playing Field heading and add it to the “General
Maintenance and Miscellaneous”. Reasoning to help show that the Parish Council was
providing the Capital funding as a Parish Council and not just because the King George V
Playing Field Charity does not have any funds.

25/106.5.4 RESOLVED: that King George V Playing Field (the charity) holds at least one
formal meeting each year — even if there was very little to consider. Reasoning, it would
help to provide evidence that the Charity was being run correctly.

25/107 LIST OF OUTSTANDING ITEMS

ltem 2.2 Shed at 58 Hockenhull Avenue, Tarvin

RESOLVED: that the Clerk inform the Enforcement Officer that the shed had not been
removed.

25/108 ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION
Open Forum issues, police matters, proposed handrail, clean up, Definitive Map
application.

25/109 DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Monday 27th October 2025 — 7.15pm - Edna Rose
Room, Tarvin Community Centre
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